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In November 2007, the 323rd District 
Court implemented a Family Drug Court 
as an alternative to addressing child 
welfare cases where parental substance 
abuse is the primary factor.

Tarrant County’s Family Drug Court 
Model, Judges, District Attorney’s office, , g , y ,
Department of Family and Protective 
Services, CASA, Early Childhood 
Intervention, Lena Pope Home, local 
area treatment providers and Tarrant 
County Challenge unite in a community 
collaboration with the ultimate goal of 
providing safe, nurturing, and 
permanent homes for children while 
simultaneously providing parents the 
necessary support and services to 
become drug and alcohol free.

JudgeJudge JeanJean Boyd,Boyd, frustratedfrustrated atat seeingseeing aa “revolving“revolving door“door“ ofof positivepositive‐‐toxtox birthsbirths fromfrom ChildChild
ProtectiveProtective ServicesServices cases,cases, soughtsought toto bringbring aboutabout thethe successsuccess sheshe witnessedwitnessed inin thethe JuvenileJuvenile
DrugDrug CourtCourt sheshe createdcreated toto thesethese FamilyFamily DrugDrug casescases.. JudgeJudge BoydBoyd approachedapproached DrDr.. LeeLee LeGriceLeGrice
andand JohnJohn HaenesHaenes toto setset aboutabout creatingcreating aa blueprintblueprint forfor thethe FamilyFamily DrugDrug CourtCourt forfor TarrantTarrant
CountyCounty..

AfterAfter aa smallsmall planningplanning grantgrant fromfrom thethe BureauBureau ofof JusticeJustice
Assistance,Assistance, TarrantTarrant CountyCounty ChallengeChallenge staffstaff JohnJohn HaenesHaenes
andand HollyHolly McFarlandMcFarland werewere ableable toto leverageleverage financialfinancial
supportsupport fromfrom thethe SidSid RichardsonRichardson FoundationFoundation andand thethe
ThomasThomas MM..,, HelenHelen McKeeMcKee && JohnJohn PP.. RyanRyan FoundationFoundation
toto startstart thethe TarrantTarrant CountyCounty FamilyFamily DrugDrug CourtCourt.. WithoutWithout
thethe foundationfoundation supports,supports, thisthis programprogram wouldwould notnot havehave
beenbeen possiblepossible.. TheThe FamilyFamily DrugDrug CourtCourt startingstarting takingtaking
clientsclients inin NovemberNovember ofof 20072007..
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• Decrease in substance abuse and related crime 

• Reduced number of repeat offenders charged 
with child neglect and abuse 

• Enhanced permanency planning for children 

• Fewer parents locked into the generational cycle 
of addiction 

• Fewer babies born with addictions or Fetal 
Alcohol Syndrome 

• Stronger families through improved parenting 
skills

• An unanticipated beneficial effect has been the 
birth of a significant number of drug‐free babies 
to women enrolled in drug court programs; 

• Drug court programs are extremely cost‐effective

• To improve outcomes for families involved in the 
DFPS

• To reduce recidivism in cases involving families 
struggling with addiction. 

• To enhance the role of judicial reviews serving 
these families. 

• To encourage intense collaboration among 
agencies to provide assessment, treatment, and g p , ,
aftercare services to parents and children 
impacted by addiction.

• To increase involvement of parents in Drug and 
Alcohol treatment and long‐term recovery. 

• To increase needed resources and services by 
harnessing the caring power of our community 
through continued coordination and 
cooperation. 

• To increase permanency for children in our 
community. 
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